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Dear Victor: 

I rece ived  t h e  e d i t e d  copy of t h e  Nomenclature Committee and w a s  d i s -  
appointed t o  see t h e  r e v i s i o n s  t h a t  had been made, which i n  some cases w e r e  
i n  d i r e c t  oppos i t i on  t o  what w a s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  t ex t .  

L e t  m e  recount  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h i s  Committee and i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  
The Committee w a s  formulated and charged i n  plenary s e s s i o n  a t  the New Haven 
Conference t o  set  up g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  naming human genes. Through correspon- 
dence and a meeting a t  Rotterdam i t  was decided that t h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  of 
bus iness  w a s  t o  work o u t  a procedure f o r  naming only human enzyme genes. 
Nomenclature a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  for blood groups and h i s t o c o m p a t i b i l i t y  genes. 
It w a s  a l s o  decided t h a t  an a d d i t i o n a l  meeting w a s  necessa ry  b e f o r e  t h e  
Baltimore Conference t o  p repa re  t h i s  important c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  D r .  Bergsma 
w a s  approached about funding, and he  agreed provided t h a t  a r e p o r t  of t h i s  
Committee b e  publ ished.  Indeed, t h i s  r e p o r t  could a l r e a d y  have been 
pub l i shed ,  b u t  t h e  Nomenclature Committee f e l t  i t  w a s  more a p p r o p r i a t e  fo r  
i t  t o  appear i n  Gene Mapping 2; and, i n  f a c t ,  t h e  p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  of t h e  
Baltimore Conference voted t o  accep t  t h i s  r e p o r t  as i t  o r i g i n a l l y  s tood.  
Many hours  w e r e  spen t  w i t h  t h e  exac t  wording, what enzymes w e r e  t o  b e  
included,  and XAth a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n a t i o n  of t h e  genes. 
To a l ter  t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  any way would be c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
of t h e  Committee and t h e  expec ta t ions  of D r .  Bergsma. 

I r e a l i z e  t h a t  each year  t h e r e  has been a l i s t i n g  of t h e  genes and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  those  discussed a t  each annual conference.  I view the 
nomenclature r e p o r t  as being s e p a r a t e  from t h i s  l i s t i n g .  An easy  s o l u t i o n  
t o  t h e  problem i s  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form and c o n s t r u c t  
a second l i s t i n g  o r  a n  addendum w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  markers d i scussed  a t  
the Baltimore Conference under s e p a r a t e  headings,  sur.h a s  i n  m y  f i r s t  list 
i n  t h e  New Haven Conference. With r ega rd  t o  c l a r i t y ,  t h e  wording of t h e  
f i r s t  paragraph a f t e r  “Guidelines f o r  Genet ic  Nomenclature of Human Enzymes” 
on page 1 i s  now confusing. The o r i g i n a l  was clear. 
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Although I a m  not  completely s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  nomenclature r u l e s  set 
o u t  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  as t h e  o t h e r  committee members are aware, I f e e l  t h i s  
r e p o r t  is  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  and serves a s p e c i f i c  and e s s e n t i a l  need 
of t h e  gene mapping community--a need which undoubtedly w i l l  r e q u i r e  updat ing 
from t i m e  t o  t i m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

I do hope t h a t  my comments and those  of t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  committee 
are considered be fo re  t h e  r ev i sed  r e p o r t  is  publ ished.  

If I can answer s p e c i f i c  ques t ions ,  p l e a s e  don’t  h e s i t a t e  t o  ca l l  
(716/845-3108). 

S ince re ly  yours ,  

2 . c -  
Thomas B. Shows 

cc: D r .  E. R. G i b l e t t ,  Chairman 
D r .  D. Bergsma, Ed i to r  k., 
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